
Creating a Common Language For Tree Quality - Florida 
Grades and Standards 

 
In Florida, developing grades and standards for tree quality has become essential for green 
industry professionals seeking to ensure that urban trees thrive and maximize their environmental 
benefits. Urban trees provide beauty, shade, carbon sequestration, air filtration, and stormwater 
control, but these benefits are fully realized only when trees survive, grow, and remain healthy 
over time. Poor-quality nursery stock can hinder urban trees' ability to reach their full potential, 
often leading to early decline or failure. 
 
A quality nursery tree is healthy and 
free from significant crown or root 
defects that could limit its long-term 
growth and longevity. Defining and 
conveying this "quality" to buyers, 
growers, and urban forestry 
professionals is challenging without 
standardized criteria. To address this, 
Florida’s Grades and Standards for 
Nursery Trees provide a set of 
benchmarks that guide nursery 
production and promote consistent 
tree quality in the landscape. 
 
These standards serve as a common language among industry stakeholders, clarifying 
specifications for nursery trees. They define attributes like trunk structure, branch distribution, 
root health, and absence of pests or disease. By following these guidelines, nurseries can produce 
trees that are more likely to establish successfully and contribute long-term benefits to urban 
areas. 
 
The adoption of these grades and standards not only enhances 
communication but also improves tree performance across urban 
landscapes, aligning nursery practices with the objectives of urban 
forest management. These quality standards ultimately support 
sustainable urban greening efforts and amplify the ecological services 
that trees provide in Florida’s cities. 

 
Interested in learning more? See a full presentation on this project 
using this QR Code!  
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